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RUIN .OF BURGESS & HENDERSON STORE AND ROGERS HOUSE - WHERE FIRE WAS STOPPED—

NS"-'RT' FIRE CHIEF SOULE OF NORRIDG EWOCK

NORRIDG—EWOCK May 17 e
cuu) —-AWhether 4 dancé in one of
thé uppér- Someérset count¥y towns
saved- \Iotridgéwock from-a wmore.
disastrous’ blazé than. it had on Fri-
‘day’ night will probably remain for

This i certain that but for the

‘operate: This whistle was’ loca.t,ed
on the roof of the engine house. It

was sounded by compressed air from

a.tank in . the lower part of the
structure.. Its operation was accom-
plished electrically by means of a
circuit from' the telephone éxchangse.
which is on the sanie side’ of the

street, as the engine housé was, but

short distance below.

‘When Miss McDenald roused Fim
from. his :sleép JMr. Stevens at. once
sounded- the alarm. As the fire was.
in the éngine house he caused the
wwhistlg to give a’long blast and then
4 fow short -ones, which was  tha
signal calling the firemen to thaf
place. ‘Before ‘he could sound a sec-

danée, which' brought- Miss Rutin
McDonald back into town at about
3.30 that morning, the fire which
leanad . -tha. westerly . side of the

the opposite side of the "Osoola
stream, more commonly called
“Miill stream,” which flows:thru tha
conter of the village, having its

-business ‘Séction . from Mill" stream | junction With‘the ISennebec river a
bridge.to the, residence of Mrs. 1= : = e
.Tc-.se Rogers would not, ~in. all e

i
i

1

probability, - have bx.en d)scovered]
until much later. -

/But Miss Ruth, who is a petite
little .blond, with hobbed hair, went l
to the dance and got - home about
that tims, ‘discovered ™ the ‘enginz2
housa was nn:fire, roused -Fred A
Stevens. night man in the telephone
exchange, who sounded the ala.rm
which aroused the town.

. That this ' prompa alarm. did. sava
a considerable loss .is: positive, fof it
enabled the firemen, shop-keepers
and their clerks, aided by willing
citizens, to save much of the stock
of . goods.. ‘and . equipment in the
stores occu.pying the buildings which*
burned.

. Pirst stories. ot the fire' -were to
the effect that the fire gave its own
alarm, by. soundjng the-fire whistle.
This was due to the fact that but

| cne alarmi or set of signails sounded,

Eleading many to think that the fire,

m some way, caused the alarm to

{ stopped on the bridge.
so much noise that he got up and ;

< Donald’s

ond round the- "fire- either burned‘
away the oclectrical connection or

-, i - Other men S ol e they

; e 'Enge’ house: s afirel’™ e
: “I jumped off 'the couch’ and: ran
to the window, looked: across tha
stream and Saw ‘that the upper pa.rt
‘of the building waseablazs; that was
all. T jumped to.the alarin- key and
sounded a’long and: five short blasts
on :the “whistle. but - or tha.t 'it
-'x'othsed te work,” ..
" The- alarm; accompn.shed its put~
‘pose; for i ia. ‘surprisingly short |
‘time firemen:. nd: citwens _generally |

Were\tuhnm«‘* t .

i - A'FI
t  ChistSsoul o
as.told in:Friday’s " dispatch ‘to- tho
jLewiston Journal, ‘was-the first to
reach the fire" house. He:thru open!
the ‘doors andwstarted. to 'rush In:
with an idea:of' getting out the ap-
paratus: to: fight “the™ fire, but waa
met by a wall’of flame -and -heat.
thru: which no X!vmg- thlng oould

He tried aga.in to go thru.. ‘bu'.
‘}tahekﬂa.me. a.nd the hea,t torced him
(bac £

too .were - prevented- from reaching
either- . the .chemical,’ the-. la.dder
truck -or the gas fire: pump.-

‘ Norridgewock was as- helpless in
the grasp of the-fire as tho it -haa
never-.owned: a piece-of fire ‘appar-
atus or a foo; of hose. -+~ - -+ - ;-

‘Telephone. ‘calls: were -sent to
Skowhegan :for- help and that de-
partment - immediately: dispatchea
assistance.. The chemical” engine
and :crew: arrived a.bout 4.30, -but
the - steamer . which. sta.rted got
stuck é6n the ',i-oa.d and it was near-
1y 6.30 when it -took up a. position
on.the bridge across the stream:and
began the . rea.l -flght to stop the
flames. . . .- 7
‘There was no “hope o£ mving the
first five -buildings, they being then
practicdlly - totally - destroyed, bug
the Skowhegan men tackled the fire
which was then rapidly consuming
the home-of Mrs. Rogers. It was a
tough battle, but the' firemen won
in the end. The building was gut-
ted and practically’ ruined, but the
fire was stopped: there and many
buildings, -which - other'mse -must
ha.ve gone, saved. .-

< Much Mystery- in- Origln

As yet no satisfactory” explana-
tion of the-fire’'s:cause has been of-
. fered. It-is hoped that:an examin-

rendered the compressed air plant ‘a.tion of the ruins. of the :fire, houss
vseless, for the whistle would not{ma_y solve the myst‘m “tho ‘there

lwonls, oo o i

As is customax‘y in small towm
like Norridgewock, the night opera-
tor in the telephone ef#change sleeps
a good part ot the time. There is
not enough business to warrant his
remaining at the switch:board thru-
cut tho nigaht. Inward calls ring a
large ‘gong which arouse him and
persons who desire to enter the ex-
change accumplish the same thing |

‘by rapping at the door.

Thursday: night Mr.. Stevens went
to bed about 10 o’clock, as is hia
custom. He says that the town had

1 been exceptionally quiet, with very

few on the street. This was due" to
the absence of the vouns. folks

places.
His first interruption of the night
came at 12.10. A man rapped on

7| the door and came in to put thru a

telephone call. When- the man left

- Stevens went to bed -and to sleep.
4 He

was ‘aroused again about
o'clock by the hooting. of the. occu-
pants. of some automobiies which
had come_ into the- village

-

looked out to see what the twunle-
was.

At that time there was no sign of
fire in the engine house or any-
where else. - Again bhe rectired and
was not disturbed until Miss Mec-
pounding on the door
awakened. him. To nhis inquiry astoe

-"| what was wanted. the girl cried:

v to |:
| dances and ‘entertainments in other ||

9+

cand %
They mads .

is little reason for e,xpecting it “to..

. The fact that the ﬁre. when dis-
overed by Miss:-MeDonald' and first
geen ‘by Mr. .Stev_ens was In the up-

pér pari of’ tha structure doéés no
make it easy to'figure out'the cause
This upper floor of the building wa:
used by the firemen-.as:a kind -0’
club room. Ordinarlly quite-a num-
bér of them congregate thére night-
ly, but on Thursday-night it i§ saic
.practically no oné was: in the ,rooms.
It is: sald that after eight o’cloct
that evening not a person {s:knowr
to have -beéen-: inside ~the :buildin:
up to the time the ﬂre was dls
| covered, o

"While it- mlght be thought tha
a - carelessly dropped :cigaret ‘but
| might have been responsible it 1
{ not ‘thought probable for .tlie rea
son that had the fire originated 1
that way it would have “develope:
‘mucl earlier ‘than 3.30 ‘in view: o
the fact that the last person let
the hall about eight:o’clock.- :
1. While there are some ¥ho thm
a tramp might have ‘done it,.this i
+| not a.ccepted by “the" ;na]ority ol
folks. They' say ‘that-—there’ have
been no tramps<in the ‘¢icinity an
that had'’thére ‘beén®‘one ° aroun

o

il some trace .would "have: ‘been ‘ ha:

of him béfore: this.  So, the' caus
of‘the fira: StillF remains a niystery.










